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Background: Disparities in Water Rationing
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Conservation measure
Conservation was largely effective, but did Greater conservation responsibility resulted
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How could we better ration?

This initial exploration into public, state-level data in California reflects that water systems with high conservation
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We use the percentage difference between target
(2013) and actual consumption (2014-2015) as a
measure of conservation etfectiveness. While almost
all towns across the state successtully reduced their
month-by-month consumption, conservation limits

(2013) were surpassed 30% of the time by

approximately 10%o.
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The data suggests that the conservation groups with the
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oreatest responsibility experienced greater variability,
and reduced conservation effectiveness. Conservation
targets based only on water consumption volumes per
capita miss important leverage points for conservation
that reflect system heterogeneity. Accounting for inter-

system heterogeneities are considered explicitly in

conservation targets and implementation.
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